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Introduction 

ISSCC follows a double-blind-review process, since this approach has emerged as the best-

known practice for highly competitive publication venues. In a single-blind review, the identities 

of the reviewers are withheld and not revealed to the authors. In a double-blind review, the 

identities of the authors are also withheld and not revealed to the reviewers. The double-blind 

review aims to eliminate any bias (positive or negative) that the reviewers may have due to their 

personal knowledge of the authors and/or the authors’ affiliations. As a requirement for the double-

blind-review process, the authors must refrain from including any information in their submissions 

that may reveal their identities or their affiliations. 

Authors should carefully follow the instructions below to properly anonymize their manuscripts for 

the double-blind review. In addition, the review process includes a software-based plagiarism 

check. After Paper Selection, a final Pre-Publication Check using the authors’ names is 

performed based on the Pre-Publication Policy as summarized in the Call for Papers. ISSCC may 

withdraw any submission that violates the Pre-Publication Policy. 

 

 

New for ISSCC 2027: 

• A Figure Density Check tool is provided to help you confirm that your figures are readable. 

You must confirm at submission that you have used the tool. 

• ISSCC 2027 introduces voluntary Open Science Badges (Open Design and Open Data) for 

authors who wish to share the artifacts behind their paper. 

• At submission, authors declare and explain any potential conflicts of interest (COI) with iTPC 

members of the selected subcommittees. 

• Submissions with a clear blind-review violation will be penalized during the Paper Selection. 

This penalty affects the paper acceptance as well as consideration for awards and the JSSC 

Special Issue invitation. 

• Make sure that ALL related work is sufficiently referenced, including your own. Failure to 

reference your own related work negatively affects the paper-review quality and may result in 

a rejection of an initial “conditionally accepted paper” during the Pre-Publication Check after 

the Paper Selection. 

• Notifying Program Committee members outside of your organization of your submission is a 

direct violation of the double-blind-review policy and results in an immediate rejection of your 

paper. 

• Authors will be notified of acceptance by October 21, 2026, to allow a thorough Pre-

Publication Check and follow up on any author clarifying questions from the Paper Selection. 

Program Committee members are strictly prohibited from sharing any information to authors 

about the paper status prior to the official notification date. 
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Initial Steps 

● Read the conference Pre-Publication Policy as described in the Call for Papers. 

● Read and closely inspect the “ISSCC Sample Draft Manuscript” available at the ISSCC 

Submission Website. 

● Please begin the electronic submission process early since you can come back to the 

Submission Website and modify the submission as needed. Complete the Submission 

Questionnaire and submit your title, abstract, and any supplementary material if 

appropriate. 

 
 

Manuscript Preparation for Double-Blind Review 

● Eliminate author names, contact information, affiliations, and publicly known product 

names from the entire manuscript, including PDF metadata, logos on die photos, logos on 

printed-circuit-board photos, etc. If your paper is accepted, this information is added to 

the final digest version of your paper. Note that author names should appear in the cited 

published references by the authors as described below. 

● Cite all relevant prior work, including your own work, in the third person (e.g., “The design 

in [1] demonstrates…”; do not use the words “my” or “our”). When citing your own prior 

work that is published, the reference should be provided like any other reference, including 

author names. When citing your own prior work that is not published, the reference will be 

automatically added in an anonymized format by the Submission Website as “Details of 

unpublished paper withheld in accordance with the double-blind-review process.” In 

addition, you must upload the paper to the Submission Website. The uploaded document 

does not need to be anonymous, as it will be checked only after the Paper Selection. 

● Do not cite patents. If your paper is accepted, these can be added to the final digest version 

of your paper. 

● Eliminate acknowledgments and references to funding sources. If your paper is accepted, 

these can be added to the final digest version of your paper. 

● Do not contact Program Committee members outside of your own organization to 

solicit input on your manuscript.  The ISSCC Website contains a list of the current 

Program Committee members for you to check and avoid undesired contact. The review is still 

considered “double blind” in the sense that the reviews provided by each Program Committee 

member remain anonymous. (NEW) Notifying Program Committee members outside of your 

organization of your submission is a direct violation of the double-blind-review policy and 

results in an immediate rejection of your paper. 

● The identity of authors is known to the Program Chair, Program Vice Chair, and the 

Subcommittee Chairs. You may contact them for questions. In case you need help with 

your manuscript, consider the following options: 

○ Consult the presentation on “Writing a Good ISSCC Paper,” available at the ISSCC 
Submission Website 

○ Ask the Subcommittee Chair to identify someone outside the current subcommittee 
(e.g., a former Program Committee member) to provide input and help 
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Supplementary Material 

● As part of your submission, you must disclose all material that falls under the Pre- 

Publication category (see Call for Papers). Such material includes data sheets and any 

prior work (i.e., published or unpublished) that is related to your submission that is not 

listed as a reference. These items should be submitted as supplementary material and 

should not be anonymized. The Program Committee will evaluate these documents and 

perform a final Pre-Publication check only after Paper Selection. ISSCC may withdraw any 

submission that violates the Pre-Publication Policy as described in the Call for Papers. 

 
 

Figures and References 

• Figures should be submitted using the available template at the Submission Website.  The 

template mimics the digest publication and has six slots for figures per page. Your 

submitted figure template should be readable if printed out on standard-size 

paper, because the figure clarity directly impacts the paper review. Figure font 

sizes below 7-point font should be avoided. 

• Run the ISSCC Figure Density Check before submitting and confirm at submission that you 

have used it.  

• The first seven figures (including a die photo) must be referred to in the text, and tables must 

be included as figures. Up to three optional supplementary figures (Fig. S1/S2/S3) may be 

included for the reviewers only; they are not part of the final manuscript and must not be 

referred to in the text. 

• Up to 30 references are allowed and are separately entered through the Submission Website. 

If your paper is accepted, the references will be placed on the 3rd page of the final digest 

version of your paper. Make sure that ALL related work is sufficiently referenced, including 

your own. In addition, you should provide the URL to the reference of ALL published papers, 

per the guidelines at the Submission Website. 
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FAQ 

Q: What is the character limit for my manuscript? 

A: The manuscript length is limited to 11,000 characters, including spaces, but excluding the title, 

references, and author/affiliation/acknowledgement placeholders. 

 

Q: Should I label subfigures (using a, b, c, …)? 

A: No. Do not use subfigure labels. 

 

Q: Do I have to provide a chip photo for Fig. 7? 

A: It is up to you how you order/populate the figures. It is most common for ISSCC submissions 

to provide a chip photo as the last figure (Fig. 7). 

 

Q: Can I contact the Program Committee members of a different subcommittee than the one that 

I will submit to for advice? 

A: No. You may not contact any of the current Program Committee members outside of your 

organization or affiliation about your submission. 

Notifying Program Committee members outside of your organization of your submission is a 

direct violation of the double-blind-review policy and results in an immediate rejection of your 

paper. 

 

Q: Can I reuse figures from one of my previous publications? 

A: No. You should avoid the direct reuse of figures from your previous publications that 

create an obvious and identifiable link to your prior work, and hence, violates the double-

blind-review principle. 

 

Q: May I use special non-English characters in my submission (e.g., in figures)? 

A: No. Please use only plain Roman characters and Greek characters (math symbols). 

 

Q: Is it OK to have a logo in my chip/PCB photo? 

A: No. All logos, even generic ones that you did not custom design should be covered up as 

shown in the sample manuscript. If your paper is accepted, the cover-up can be removed for the 

final digest version of your paper. 


